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    Education and Professional Development Colloquium (EPD)
    2 Day Event, 10-11 April 2024
    0830 to 1700 EST
    U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY
    606 Thayer Road, West Point, NY 10996

Overview
The Education and Professional Development Colloquium (EPD) 
is an annual event designed to bring together students, junior 
analysts, and senior professionals to provide mentoring and pro-
fessional development opportunities.

The purpose of the EPD is to challenge undergraduate students 
by presenting them with an opportunity to perform National Se-
curity operational research work. Students do this by participating 
in the Richard E. Rosenthal competition. The Rosenthal Student 
Competition is a “quick reaction analysis” competition which 
allows students from all participating institutions to work on an 
OR problem together, demonstrate their skills and learn different 
ways to approach a problem toward a team solution.

Young analysts who participate will learn about different formal 
education expectations of military, government civilians, private 
industry employees, and academics. This year’s EPD will bring 
together speakers, practitioners, and students of operations re-
search for an overdue look at military operations research beyond 
the military operation.

Robert Chandler Swallow, a member of 
the Senior Executive Service, is Principal 
Deputy Director for Studies and Analy-
sis, Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. 
He is responsible for the development 
of Air Force-wide policy, guidance, and 
analyses that inform Air Force leadership 
decisions concerning current and future 
warfighting capabilities.

Featuring Keynote Speaker 
Robert Chandler Swallow
Principal Deputy Director of Air Force 
Studies and Analysis


